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IN THE WORLD OF PROFESSIONAL wrestling, most 
of the good guys stand head and shoulders above the rest, 
while many of the bad guys are the lowest of the low. There 
are only two ways to play it in the squared circle, and here 
are the best of each: meet wrestling’s heroes and villains! 


THE HEROES 


HULK HOGAN is a hero above all others. Perhaps the most 
amazing feature of the 6’8”, over 300 pound Hulkster’s rocket 
flight to the top is that he first captured the fans’ imagina- 
tions as a genuine picture of evil. In the movie Rocky III 
(1982), he portrayed a wrestler named Thunderlips who 
brutally knocked good-guy Rocky around the ring. When 
the movie became a tremendous hit, it was obvious that the 
Hulk was no ordinary muscleman. Hogan began sprinting 
through the real-life pro wrestling ranks with incredible 


Wrestling’s ultimate hero 
is none other than Hulk 
Hogan. 


ease — while still a bad guy! But with each crushing victory, 
Hogan’s popularity leaped upward, and at last he began 
fighting as a “good guy.” In January of 1984, the Hulkster 
ended any doubt about which side he was on by battering 
Iran’s Iron Sheik at New York’s Madison Square Garden to 
capture wrestling’s greatest prize: the Heavyweight Title of 
the World Wrestling Federation (WWF). 


BOB BACKLUND has won more titles in his villain- 
chasing career than most guys could ever dream of, but he 

~ is probably proudest of the title he'll carry all his life: “The 
People’s Champ.” During his reign as WWF 
champ (from 1978 to 1983), the future Hall of 
Famer was as respected as any grappler who's 
ever entered the ring. Even after he gave 

up his honors to Iran’s hated Iron Sheik, 
Backlund remained the true champ to many 

fans (especially since the title changed hands 

in a decision that his followers still find hard to 
accept). The Minnesota marvel has kept his 
hopes very much alive for a return to the throne! 


Far left: Bob Backlund is 
“The People’s Choice.” 


This page: Sergeant 
Slaughter stands guard 
over good in the ring. 
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The USA has been called a symbol of freedom and liberty 
for over 200 years, and now millions of patriot-loving ring 
fans are convinced that SERGEANT SLAUGHTER will 
last for nearly as long. Sarge, a warrior who stepped into the 
ring straight from the Marine Corps at Parris Island, S.C., 
has cruised the globe in search of “foreign threats” and 
anybody opposing the “stars and stripes.” The Sarge’s crushing 
“Cobra Clutch” is his greatest weapon, and it has helped him 
reel in the National Wrestling Alliance (NWA) Tag Team belt 
(with “Private” Don Kernodle). That honor lasted until the 
Sarge began patroling the WWE and, recently, the AWA. 
Iran's terrifying Iron Sheik is at the top of “Ironjaw’s” most 
wanted list, but he won't stop there. This is America, love 
it or leave it, and Sgt. Slaughter will not quit until that’s 
perfectly clear to all non-patriotic villains! 


A heart as big as France is just one feature that sets 
ANDRE THE GIANT above and beyond all mat battlers 
today. The 7’5”, 497-pound superman has been the best-loved 
attraction around the world almost from the moment he 


Andre the Giant scores 
another win against 


Killer Khan. 


stomped into squared-circle action back in 1970. Just about 
every nation in the world has hosted the ferocious French- 
man’s matches, and with every stop he adds thousands of 
thrilled fans to his ledger. Andre is still the only wrestler who 
has never been defeated, though every bad guy in the mat 
kingdom would love the chance to bring him down. Andre’s 
amazing world-wide schedule has never allowed him enough 
time to stay in one area and win a major individual cham- 
pionship, but to the many millions who have seen him (even 
once) as he wipes out a helpless foe, his greatest title is never 
forgotten: He is the “Eighth Wonder of the World.” 


One of the most shocking bits of news for mat watchers 
in the past year has to have been a change of heart by one 
of wrestling’s true bad guys: GEORGE “THE ANIMAL” 
STEELE. The green-tongued, bald-headed Steele has been 
called “insane” by more than one opponent, thanks to his 


George “Animal” Steele 
wants to switch from 
bad guy to good guy. 


habits of chomping on ring ropes and ignoring the rule book. 
Now the huge “Animal” has decided he’s ready to hear cheers 
from fans. But neither the WWF, Steele’s hangout, nor the 
fans may be ready for George Steele the hero. 


For over 25 years, the wrestling map has been crisscrossed 
by a short, bearded, wild-haired man known as CAPTAIN 
LOU ALBANO. The one and only Captain is called “the 
manager of champions.” His most successful champs include 
the Samoans, “Superfly” Jimmy Snuka, and the Magnificent 
Muraco. The Captain has found new fame these days as the 
guiding light for rock superstar Cyndi Lauper (highlighted 
by his starring role in her hit video, “Girls Just Wanna Have 
Fun”) and as a spokesman for charities. He’s switched from 
bad-guy to good-guy more than a few times, but the Cap- 
tain is still a hero to anybody who knows that he just wants 
to have fun, too. 


Lou Albano gets back at 
Superfly Snuka. 


“Polish Power” has been his motto, “The General” has stood 
as his nickname, and [VAN PUTSKI has continued to be 
loved by fans everywhere. The thrilling giant-killer from 
Krakow, Poland, battered his way to the WWF Tag Team 
honors (with Tito Santana) in 1979 and has used his charm 
and loyalty to win more followers and victories since. His 
“Polish army” of faithful fans grows with every match. 


There’s only one “Happy Hawaiian,” 

and one is enough for any evil-doer who 
falls in the path of RICKY 
STEAMBOAT. Since making a heart- 
warming return from a short retirement, 
the starry-eyed Honolulu, Hawaii, native 
has set out again to beat NWA champ 

Ric Flair and also to take back the US 
Heavyweight Championship he once held, 
now in the hands of Terry Allen. Ricky’s 


adoring fans are waiting for his pure 
style in the ring to pay off big again. 


Left: Ricky Steamboat 
grabs Ric Flair and the 
victory in this match. 


Right: Ivan Putski puts 
away Nikita Koloff. 


“Pride” is the most common word in his family and in his 
home state of Texas, so KERRY VON ERICH has more go- 
ing for him than almost any other ring master. Kerry has 
shown signs that he'll fly even higher than his father, Fritz, 
and his brothers, Kevin and the late David (all legends in mat 
warfare). Fans knew that Kerry was special in 1984, when 
he triumphed over Ric Flair to win the NWA Heavyweight 

title. Flair managed to squeeze out a victory over Kerry 
in a return match, but anyone who has seen 
Kerry’s attack in the ring knows that 

he’s the real thing. 


THE VILLAINS 


Brutal ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER, 
a 400-pound bald-headed Godzilla, is 
everyone’s choice as the scariest sight 
in all of wrestling. And his looks 
don't kid you—Abdullah is one of the 
most terrifying titans in or out of the 
ring. He spends most of his time bash- 


Left: Kerry Von Erich 
tops Ric Flair. 


Right: Abdullah the 
Butcher does a lit- 
tle dirty work on 
Bugsy McGraw. 


Left: Kamala the Ugan- 
dan Giant looms over a 
helpless foe. 


Right: Ox Baker is one of 
the meanest on the mat. 


ing his way through the Caribbean (where he’s won the local 
Heavyweight Championship several times) but there’s pro- 
bably a good reason for that: most of the wrestling world 
is scared to let him run loose in the US or anywhere else! 


Danger waits at every turn for all challengers of 
KAMALA THE UGANDAN GIANT, a monstrous 360- 
pounder famed for his African war paint. Kamala has 
traveled to many wrestling territories and has always left a 
trail of destruction behind. Although some people laugh 
at the Giant’s tactics, he’s already defeated such greats 
as Bruiser Brody and Kabuki. Others have started 
to form a line to avoid him. 


It may seem strange to some people that the 
“heart punch” is the favorite weapon of a mad- 
man who's completely heartless, but that’s just 
fine with OX BAKER, the 300-pounder who 


derives real joy from injuring others. His bald head and huge, 
drooping mustache let everyone know that the Ox is on the 
march, and for 17 years that’s meant that the “heart punch,” 
a vicious chest blow, is about to fly. 


Colorful, yes, popular, no—that sums up the vicious 
KENDO NAGASAKI, a warrior from Singapore who's 
been “sticking it” to matmen since he first leaped into bat- 

tle. His dreaded “Kendo stick” is a real object of torture, 
bringing boos from the thousands of fans 

who have learned to dislike him. 


After only a short time in the ring wars, 
THE MISSING LINK has shown fans 
of madness just what they’ve been miss- 
ing. Guided by his manager, the mysteri- 
ous Percival Pringle III, the Link has 
been branching out onto southern turf 
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Far left: Some fans think 
The Missing Link may 
really have a few screws 
loose. 
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‘ * 4 Nagasaki pulls a fast one 
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and making mat fans know that the crazed look in his eyes 
is no fake. He's silent at all times, and that must make his fallen 
foes very nervous. 


When KEVIN SULLIVAN says “the devil made me do 
it!” wed better believe it, because Sullivan, known as the 
“Prince of Darkness,” is the ultimate evil in the sport. Black 
robes, painted face, and huge snakes are just a few of his 
mystical trademarks—and he even finds time to do a little 
wrestling! But Sullivan’s way-out ways and his vicious ring 
romps have made the wrestling kingdom fear him, and 
watchers expect the worst is yet to come. 


His TV feature is called “Piper’s Pit,” but to a growing col- 
lection of outraged fans, “ROWDY” RODDY PIPER is the 
pits on TV and off. Piper was born in Scotland, and has 
disgraced his native land countless times on the mat by wear- 
ing traditional Scottish kilts and playing bagpipes—then 


Kevin Sullivan is also 
known as “The Prince of 
Darkness.” 


following up by bashing a helpless opponent in a cowardly 
sneak-attack. Nearly every wrestler in the WWF, Piper’s cur- 
rent league, has feuded with the wicked troublemaker, but 
his evil ways have yet to bring him a “major” title. 


“DR. D” DAVID SCHULTZ, from Jackson, Tennessee, has 
been banished from more than one territory on the grap- 
pling map, and not just because of his bad manners. Schultz 
is a heartless and ferocious attacker, and he’s stirred up quite 
a few feuds around the country with his dastardly ways. He 
has no friends among the ring’s rule-makers. 


Russian rage is the symbol of NIKOLAI VOLKOFF, the 
cruel comrade from the USSR who has made himself into 
a target for every patriot in the land alongside his co-holder 
of the WWF Tag Team belts, the IRON SHEIK. Volkoff 
enters the ring for his matches and stands at stiff attention 
as the Russian national anthem blares over arena 
loudspeakers. That display always brings angry shouts fly- 


The dastardly “Dr. D.” 
David Schultz will do 
anything in the ring. 


ing down from the stands. Volkoffs nasty wrestling style 
doesn’t do much to lower the crowd’s noise level, either. 


Atleast “BIG JOHN” STUDD has one fan: himself! The 
man is hated by everyone except his own mirror. The bearded 
360-pounder from Washington, D.C., stands just short of 
seven feet tall, but is often caught hiding behind some of his 
hand-picked henchmen, like Ken Patera and Bobby “The 

Brain” Heenan. Though he’s as strong as anybody alive, 
Studd is still trying to win his first major title, alone 


or with the henchmen’s “help.” 


Wrestling’s heroes and villains and their fans have 
a true “love-hate” relationship. But, love them 
or hate them, you still can’t take your eyes 
off them as they start new legends for the 
wildest sport in the world. 


Big John Studd is bad 
/ news in the squared 
| circle. 
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